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Welcome to our 2021 edition.
Content includes:

The News from World Council of Churches (WCC)

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021

News from Churches Together in England (CTE)

CTE Racial Justice Webinar
All Ecumenical Officers Conference

CTE North West Church Leaders Meeting

Northern Ecumenical Officers Gatherings
News from Merseyside
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The News from the World Council 2%

g
of Churches (WCC) °;'7

Election of new World Council of Churches General
Secretary delayed by Coronavirus

Former Secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit left the WCC at the end
of March 2020, and was consecrated as bishop and installed as the
nY +dG| Gl 86 aGgCzA zi AC+x aGgCzA~

way at the end of Aprll 2020. Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit. Photo: Albin Hiller/WCQ

Rev. Prof. Dr.loan Sauca has been appointed WC&cting General Secretary
from 1 April. loan Sauca, from the Orthodox Church in Roma-
nia, has been Professor of Missiology and Ecumenical Theology
at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey since 1998 and its director
since 2001. He has served as a WCC Deputy General Secretary

since 2014. For more information please follow this link

Rev. Prof. Dr. loan Sauca Photo: World Council of Churches

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
18" 25 January 2021

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed
during the octave of St. Peter and St. Paul. However, some area
observe it at Pentecost or some other time. The Week of Praye
for Christian Unity in 2021 has been prepared by the Monastic
Community of Grandchamp GI Ny GA" +1 W" | |
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Week of Prayer 2021 Resources
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https://www.oikoumene.org/news/rev-prof-dr-ioan-sauca-appointed-acting-wcc-general-secretary
https://www.grandchamp.org/
https://www.grandchamp.org/
https://ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer
https://ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer
https://ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer

Christian Aid
& Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Each year Christian Aid provides the Go and Do action pointsfor each of the
daily reflections , linking into the important work of Christian Aid in the re-

lief of poverty and advocacy of justice. Please copy and pasteh t t ps : / /
ctbi . or g.intokydugbrowserd d o

Social Media
& Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Show your support for Christian Unity by posting unity messages and details
of your events to our Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Twitter walland

simply add the #wpcuwall hashtag to your Twitter post™ please note there is
a delay before they appear. You can also find updates about the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity on Twitter by following the #wpcu2021 hashtag.

Why not pick up the phone

NGl I+ 3+ | "1~ K 6+K Kz0+xKCxl " K KCGqg KG
tact someone from a different denomination during the Week of Prayer for

Christian Unity. Alsowhy not consider dedicating each day during this oc-

tave to pray for a church of a different denominations in your area.

News from Churches Together St
in England
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empowered by the Spirit

CTE trifold leaflet

— —— 2020 At the beginning of each year CTE produces a trifold A4

leaflet. It is a very useful resource which includes staff de-

. Q:.‘) tails, a list of our member churches, an overview of the previ-
ous year and projects for the current year. The 2021 leaflet

ﬂi*’ H

should be available soon and can be accessedere.
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https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/
https://ctbi.org.uk/goanddo
https://ctbi.org.uk/goanddo
https://weekofprayer.org/
https://twitter.com/#wpcu2020
https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/315713/Home/About/Governance/Annual_reports_and/2020_CTE_Tri/2020_CTE_Tri.aspx
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CTE Review 2020

will be available soon on the CTE website

Farewell to Dr Joe Aldred

CTE's Principal Officer for Pentecostal, Charismatic and
Multi -cultural Relations, Bishop Joe Aldred, retired on 31
October 2020.

Many colleagues who have worked with Bishop Joe over
the years have sent in memories and messages about the
impact he has had on the ecumenical journey during his

time at CTBI and CTEFor a perspectives on his impact and
legacy, please follow thislink. CTMR Church Leaders also wrote a note of

thanks to Joe on his retirement.

Welcome to Sarah Ball

Sarah Ball is the Communications Assistant (partime
post) for Churches Together in England. She works
alongside Lucy Olofinjana on CTE's website, social media

and communications.

Welcome Shermara Fletcher

to the role of Principal Officer for Pentecostal, Char-
ismatic and Multi-cultural Relations. Shermara will
W+x" | kp°~d %2z1F "dzl 6d4&
ad" AKGl 1 Call Cxd” "d X*WW
cial Justice Working Group. C *coriivivénce in
March 2021.
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http://cte.org.uk/Groups/234708/Home/About/CTE_Governance/Annual_reports_and/Annual_reports_and.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/589869/Home/News/Latest_news/Bishop_Joe_Aldred.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/548365/Home/About/Staff/Lucy_Olofinjana/Lucy_Olofinjana.aspx
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CTE Resources (also on COVID 19)

A link to the many CTE resources available

can be found here.

CTE & Coronavirus

On the CTE webpage you will also find a new tab entitled Coronavirus

where a number of different kinds of resources and guidelines can be
found.

The Receptive Ecumenism Course

Embracing the Otheris a resource for Receptive Ecumenism

produced by a team served by Churches Together in Eng- e\
mbpracing

land. It is free for anyone to use. It is intended for groups of the Other

people, perhaps from different church traditions, can be
found here

Bill Snelson

May he rest in peace

and rise in glory

Bill Snelson former General Secretary of

CTE died on the morning of Thursday 17

December 2020. He became the second

General Secretary of Churches Together in
England in succession to Canon Martin Reardon. During his tenure from
1997 to 2008, Bill encouraged and witnessed an expansion of the mem-
b+7 CGA zi °1o6W"'I|~"q °lodxl Gl "W &I dAT ¢

costal constituency. For a tribute to Bill please visit the CTE's website


https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/306183/Home/Resources/Theology/Receptive_Ecumenism/Resources/Embracing_the_Other.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/338958/Home/Coronavirus/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/306183/Home/Resources/Theology/Receptive_Ecumenism/Resources/Embracing_the_Other.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/306183/Home/Resources/Theology/Receptive_Ecumenism/Resources/Embracing_the_Other.aspx
https://www.cte.org.uk/Publisher/Article.aspx?ID=598012

CTE Webinar

Acting together for Racial Justice

Black Lives Matter has challenged Christians about our role and shortcomings
in confronting racism. Can
we now help one another in
taking positive action?
Three things are needed:
recognition, lament and ed-
ucation. That's the conclu-

sion of Keyboard who make =
connections in Bristol be-
tween black churches, and
white-led churches, meeting
together and meeting separately. This was shared in an online event about

racial justice, hosted by Churches Together in England.

Another key insight was that white Christians should not be looking to BAME
Christians to help them, and to have to relive all over again the pain of re-

peated microagression that black people today are on the receiving end of.

There is already quite enough documented about the issues, and resolutions
Avdqd+| . €K d |l zxy "bzok "I KGzl
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wanting to, in however small a way, in solidarity, personal contact, righting

wrongs, in employment and institutions.

CTMR could offer a space where people can meet, or share hopes, or create a

T+ Glo 67T zoA, @CGl 69 %+ lzoW| I~ K |z
connect with others.

Go to the Racial Justice pageon our website, and maybe you can add to the

stories and resources there.

Racial Justice Sunday this year is 14 Februariyttps://ctbi.org.uk/racial -justice-

sunday-2021/



https://ctmr.org.uk/Groups/355182/Racial_Justice.aspx
https://ctbi.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday-2021/
https://ctbi.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday-2021/
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which was due to take place in 2020 was postponed to September 2021 and

we are very much looking forward for this event to take place if circumstanc-
es allow it.

A Meeting of CTE with NW Church Leaders

took place last week entitled Re-imagining Intermediate Ecumenism. A rep-
resentative from each of the 5 areas in the North West gave a brief introduc-
g tion to the 36 participants about how
: they work ecumenically in their re-

gion. The report from Merseyside

: = highlighted that at present ecumen-

i ism focuses on being light footed and
5 missional in this region. We are

fl reaching out to parts of the Church
that are not so well represented and
there are good relationship between Church Leaders and Civic Society

It emerged strongly from this meeting that good relationships are at the
heart of ecumenism and enable us to listen to God and to one another. Our
colleagues from CTE were uplifted by this zoom gathering.

Northern Ecumenical Officers

Colleagues from the North East, West Yorkshire, Cumbria, Cheshire, Lanca-
shire and Greater Manchester continue to meet

now via zoom on a quarterly basis for mutual
support and sharing. It is very valuable to meet '
colleagues from across the North and to expe- |
rience the warmth of relationships.

We are delighted to have Jenny Bond from CTE
with us who is based in Manchester.
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News from Merseyside S
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CTMR Church Leaders group Pty

CTMR Church Leaders met 5 times in 2020 mostly via zoom

and continue to give direction to the work of CTMR. Their an-

]
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‘| to meet face to face. CTMR Church Leaders continue to rotate

{ | the chair of their meetings.

CTMR Management Council

There is a new CTMR Management Council in place with a smaller number of
trustees appointed by the Church Leaders.The membership of this group is
based on operational skills rather than denominational representation so as
to take ahead practical matters concerning CTMR as a charity and providing
support to the Ecumenical Co-ordinator.

CTMR Denominational Officers

Denominational Officers from Merseyside also continue to meet via zoom on
a quarterly basis for mutual support, updating and to enable working to-

gether more closely.

CTMR Safeguarding Group

There is a new convenor of the Safeguarding
Group and meetings will recommence once

current circumstances permit. The convenor % :
is Liverpool Methodist District Safeguarding 7

Officer Ms Linda Locke.
|l mage by Cheryl Hol t
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CTMR Church Leaders Invite Local MPs

CTMR remains committed to an annual lunch for local MPs from the Mer-
seyside Region. The outbreak of the pandemic meant this could not go ahead
in March 2020, but invitations have gone |
out for March 2021. This lunch provides
vital networking opportunities for mean-

ingful conversation in a context of mutu-

al support and constructive engagement.

Picture: MPs lunch in 2019

A Different Kind of CTMR Civic Reception

CTMR also continues to plan for the hosting an annual gathering for mayors

and civic leaders to foster ongoing co -operation with faith communities.
Again because of the pandemic, the event had to be cancelled in 2020. How-
ever the Church Leaders wrote to Mayors and Leaders of the Council to offer
them the opportunity to send through any prayer requests and to assure
them of their prayers for them and their people.

They also invited them to let them know of anything practical that the church-
es could do to help, which they were not already doing.

Leaders of Councils wrote notes of thanks to the Church Leaders and very
much welcomed their prayers and offer of further assistance. They are aware
that churches in the area are already linking in with the community voluntary
services.

It was heart-warming to receive
prayer requests from Leaders of
the Councils for the citizens in
their care.

There is a date in the diary for
ACGd 1 +"17d | GO

2021 Picture: Civic Reception in 2018
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CTMR Social Justice Group

Churches Together in Merseyside have a shared commitment
to challenging and combatting injustice. Current initiatives in-

| Wo| + AC+ ~¢ezA+ kC"1 A1~ | "W
sourced approach to providing care for the elderly and vulner-
able in our region, and supporting refugees with a particular
emphasis on forced detention.

Along with Churches Together in Cheshire CTMR also encour-
age the communities in the Region to stand against modern
day slavery both in consumer choices and by being vigilant as

we go about our daily lives.
d" | | kColl Cxd GI zo17 0"1 Gzo
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denominations on a rota basis. Why not in-
clude a prayer in your services for the local
Churches in your area too?

Please tell us

We are aware that there will have been
countless local ecumenical events through-
out the year. In Mossley Hill the weekly zoom
meeting of ministers is a source of joy amidst

the pandemic. We would love to hear from

you about any ecumenical initiative at this

time.
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Who Cares? Life after COVID19:

The Perspective and contribution of the

Churches.
Thursday, 28th January 2021 - registration required

The Metropolitan Cathedral and Liverpool Cathedral in collaboration with the
Heseltine Institute have been reflecting together recently on the role of the
Churches in a post COVID world and more widely how we all rebuild the Liver-
pool City Region. At the beginning of their reflections Pope Francis published
his encyclical Fratelli Tutti which stimulated us to think about some of the big-
ger questions around what people do and how they face this Covid world. The
nzA+ Gl " i7" KxWWG o AAG~ T " Gdxd ACH
ity we have to support one another and to cooperate with one another.

The Archbishop of Liverpool, Malcolm McMahon and the Bishop of

Liverpool, Paul Bayeswill make the opening contributions drhey will be
responded to by: Denise BarretBaxendale, Chief Executive, Everton

Football Club; Professor Gerard Pillay, ViceChancellor, Liverpool Hope

12
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http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html

